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A friendly, caring, inclusive Community of Faith 

TRINITY TALKS 
 

Transitions:   

The action word for Trinity in May and June 
is transition.  A butterfly is a symbol of 

renewal and transition and is our guide. 

Spring seems to be having a chaotic start, jumping 
from frost warnings to warm breezes and blossoms in 

many gardens and orchards.  Questions and local lore about when is it safe to plant 
flowers and vegetables are being shared.  As we transition gardens and balcony pots from 
the winter dreary to spring greens, there is a longing and hope for new lush surroundings.   

The long view through Trinity’s beautiful stained glass windows is also tinted with hope.  
We have been apart for months and the upcoming changes brings unease, questions, 
wonderings, but also hope.   Our church family is in a period of transition: 

Niagara is holding its breath as the numbers that dictate our freedom change.  
Transmission rates of COVID-19 are noticeably inching down, as the vaccination rates 
are steadily rising.  As predicted, the current stay at home order has been extended to 
June 2, 2021, but the summer is looking hopeful.  We need to consider making this 
transition slowly to keep success moving forward. 

When the curtain is finally lifted to invite the return to religious services; how will we 
invite you to worship?  Will technology and virtual links continue to be a choice?    For 
the worship format in the sanctuary, what do we keep, change or stop doing?  Involve 
more or less interaction and participation by our congregation?  Of course, we will 
cheer when the choir is back and we can all sing (the hymnals are resting and waiting 
in the Assembly room to reduce cleaning issues related to handling the books).   Is it 
allowed to tamper with tradition, such as asking is 10:30 a.m. still the best time to start 
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the service?  Coffee hour will likely be introduced a 
couple of steps after face to face worship services, 
depending on the public health guidance and the 
ability to distance.  Do we need to start spending 
money on printing bulletins?  What is the safest way to 
share communion together? 

Mountainview congregation this week, has decided to 
not continue exploration to rent or to join with Trinity.  
We pray for this congregation as they say good bye to 
their property and find a way to retain their identity.  
Trinity will revert to planning for the future, based solely 
on our needs.  When this request came our way, it gave 
us the opportunity to pause and consider what we 
appreciate about our church family and what we want 
to evolve to. 

A small group is still slowly working through the “Spring 
Cleaning” project to organize and thoughtfully purge 
our archives and declutter some of our unused “stuff”.   

Trinity needs to repair the leak in the Community Hall to 
prevent further damage.  We have approval in principle 
for grants and loans from the Extension Council related 
to the United Church of Canada and we are completing 
the legal paper work before the repair work can start.  A 
huge hug and thanks to the Finance/ Property 
Committee and Trustees for continuing to stick handle 
this challenge.   

We all need to dig deep for ideas to replace the reserve 
fund and repay the roof loan.  Unique ideas for fund 
raising are now in the search mode;  stretch your 
imagination and share your thoughts.  Have you seen 
goods ideas at other churches or non-profits?  It is time 
to push the envelop.  The pandemic has been hard on 

 www.trinityunitedchurchthorold.ca 2

Classified Ads

Still Wanted:  Cheerful, 
caring voices to join our 
Call Team .  No previous 
experience required.  
Few hours every couple 
of weeks.  Surprising 
remuneration.  
Apply by email or call 

Fund Raising Ideas? 

FUNSCRIPT - Purchases 
with Gift cards 

Virtual Golf Tournament 

Meat Pies 

Virtual Creations: 

Concerts 

Birthdays 

Scavenger Hunt 

Your idea here…… 
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everybody’s economy and we need create innovative ways to entice donations. 

The biggest , most obvious transition for Trinity is, the search for a new shepherd.  Rev. 
Jim and Babs are set to start a new page of retirement life at the end of June.  The 
Search Committee is looking at Pulpit Supply until we identify a candidate for a 
permanent part time minister and have asked to meet with the liaison minister 
assigned by the Horseshoe Falls Region.  We value your prayers and your input as we 
discern the right path for our community of faith. 

Now don’t tell Jim and Babs or let them read this bullet point, but do you have any 
pictures of this dynamic duo that you can share?? 

Transition can mean different things to each of us.  What 
transitions do you see ahead for Trinity?  Your turn to share 
your thoughts and dreams  

Transition Question:  
Should we try a Zoom Worship Service?  Or a Zoom Coffee Hour? 
Bible Studies are challenging, but enlightening.  If Trinity offered this as part of Christian 
education, would you come? 
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