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New Year / New Focus  

2021 will continue to challenge us a community of faith for a 
while yet.  Since Niagara is not considered a “hot spot”, 
vaccines are not yet designated for our area.  Yet the 
transmission is still happening and we will hunker down at 
least for January, as will the rest of southern Ontario.  We 
may end up with virtual services for the next two cold 
months, but look to gather again when public health starts to 
lift the restrictions.  

Trinity family is now hearing about another change in the life 
of our church.    Rev. Jim will retire at the end of June 2021. 
We have had the privilege of Jim’s ministerial guidance, 
mentorship and love for the past five plus years - three years 
longer than we dared to hope.  He has listened to his heart 
and energy and it is time for retirement from ministry.   We 
need to support him and Babs in this next step in life.  We 
will miss his deep theological understanding and insight that 
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Practical Projects 

Community 
Outreach  

 

You can still drop off items on 
Tuesdays or Wednesdays at 
the Church Community Hall .   

As the lockdown continues, 
questionable reliable income 
and food insecurity will grow  

Warm, gently used coats, mitts, 
hats and non perishable food 
will be shared with Community 
Care. .  New running shoes and 
socks will be donated to Prince 
of Wales School.    
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Trinity United Church Thorold Newsletter January 10, 2021

he brings each Sunday to the sermons, his instinctive caring to all families in good times and sad 
and his devilish sense of humour.   

In due time, we will form a search committee and notify the regional council.  I will be asking again 
for ideas to polish our church’s Profile and suggestions from all our church family to describe who 
we are and the character that we appreciate and need to lead us.   We will bring with us the 
combined strength and talents of Trinity into the next stage.  There is big shoes to fill, but for now, 
we will relish the months we have left with Jim and Babs and give them the support they deserve.   

Blessings and prayers for Rev. Jim and all our church families 
Carol Dueck 
Chair of Church Council  
289-696-6994 

Letter from Rev. Jim 

As of December 31, 2013, I retired from full-time ministry in the United Church.  After a bit of rest 
and considerable contemplation, I decided that the one thing I would really like to do was take up 
a part-time position in congregational ministry.  I decided I’d tell my best friend of my decision.  So 
on our way up to his vacation property near Carnarvon in Haliburton, I told him what I’d decided.  
That was on Monday, May 11, 2015.  We arrived at his place in Haliburton, and we hadn’t been 
there 20 minutes when I got a phone call from Babs telling me I had been invited to consider a 
part-time position in congregational ministry at Trinity United Church in Thorold.  Babs had heard 
from a woman named Janet Tanouye.  I called Janet.  We set up an appointment with her and her 
team for the following Thursday, and we confirmed our wish to do ministry together on the Friday.   
I started at Trinity in July  I think actually covering for Ken MacQuarrie at Trinity.  The rest, as they 
say, is history. 
The original idea was that I would serve at Trinity as retired supply for one year, maybe two.  So 
here I am, 5 ½ years later, having served one of the kindest, most progressive, and faithful 
congregations of my career in ministry.  I owe the congregation of Trinity a debt of deepest 
gratitude. 
My heart is with Trinity but, for me, I know my time in active ministry is drawing to a close.  At the 
age of 70, I need to step aside.  I am happy and feel able to participate fully in my pastoral 
relationship with Trinity until the end of June of this year, at which time my plan is to retire from 
active ministry in The United Church of Canada.  I hope and pray the congregation can support 
me in my decision, as I support and work with Trinity in developing plans for the time to follow. 
Babs and I want to sincerely thank the congregation for their constant love and support, and we 
hope we have been able, at least in part, to contribute to the life and work of Trinity the same way 
that Trinity has contributed to ours. 

I pray that God be with us.
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