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TRINITY TALKS 
 

Transition Continues 

✦Summer is the best!  No boots, no gloves (except 
gardening), light clothing, lounging outside with a good book, no black flies 
and minimal mosquitoes.  Weather is a little chaotic - 33 one day and 17 the 
next!  My tomato plants are three feet tall and laden with tiny green tomatoes 
already; enough basil to share.   

✦Niagara Public Health is cheering the low numbers of COVID-19 infected 
citizens, balanced with a growing number of full vaccinations.  We are moving 
five days sooner to Stage Three.  People are hoping to see family after months 
and months of only FaceTime / Zoom.  Ideas are starting to spring up about 
that elusive word - “vacation”.   

✦Returning to church by Labour Day is seeming more realistic.  If we are able to 
worship together in September, what happens to the virtual services?  Worship 
Committee is looking for effective ways to continue to capture the services 
virtually for those who are unable to attend.  We are looking at solutions for a 
consistent clear audio portion of the production.  

✦What is new with our church family - any joys and good news to share?   

✦Please enjoy the second sermon of Dr. Garry van Bruchem this Sunday.  He 
successfully challenges us to consider a scripture not often addressed from the 
pulpit.  
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Meat Pie Party - Save the Date 
Join us the week of August 23: the date for making the famous, 
delicious Trinity meat pies.  This fund raiser is also fun and fellowship.  
Call Jan Tanouye,  905 685-4759, to say “yes I will help” 
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Dear Trinity Family: 

The latest COVID-19 update seems to have a light at the end of the tunnel.  
After receiving our second vaccination, we just have a few more days until our 2 
weeks are up and we should be as safe as we’re going to get! 

This letter updates the appeal of Trinity’s financial update letter of June 9th. 
OVERVIEW.  The month of June shows a surplus of $3,512.54.  Year to date, our 
shortfall is now $3,183.89.  Although this is better than our projected budget, 
this does present some financial concerns. Another month like June and we’ll be 
to the black. 
CASH FLOW.   For the past four months, Chris and Elaine have been keeping a 
very close watch over our cash flow, and our Trustees are again on standby.  
Usually, our annual Mel Swart auction would have already assisted our cash flow 
concern, but COVID-19 again has cancelled this event.  And now we approach 
the summer months of July and August, a time when regular envelope givings 
seem to drop off. 
COMMUNITY HALL ROOF REPAIR UPDATE. As you are aware, we can no longer 
delay the necessary repairs to the flat roof of the Community Hall. The total cost 
for these repairs is approximately $87,000.  We are arranging a forever loan with 
the Niagara Presbytery United Church Extension Council for $43,428.  This is a 
loan that will only be paid should we close Trinity United Church and it is then 
sold.  Our negotiations with the Niagara Presbytery United Church Extension 
Council to for loans for the remaining $43,428; have been arranged in two parts:  
a loan for $23,428 to be amortized over a 15 year period and a loan for $20,000 
which will be paid in full when the Trustee’s Term G.I.C. for $20,000 matures in 
May of 2013.  We realize that this will reduce our Trustee’s emergency reserves 
in half, but we feel we currently have no other alternatives to pay for these 
necessary repairs. 
THE BIG ASK.  In order to help with Trinity’s cash flow concerns, if everyone 
would prayerfully consider your own personal financial situation and consider a 
weekly or monthly increase in your givings.  In the past, regular givings usually 
drop off in the summer months of July and August.  We hope that you will 
continue to support Trinity with your regular givings in the summer.  If you are 
still using the weekly envelopes, we ask that you will consider enrolling in PAR.  
These are monthly automatic withdrawals from your bank account.  Contact 
Chris or Bob should you have any questions or concerns about PAR. 
THE BIGGER ASK.  In May of 2023, when our GIC matures, we will be cashing 
this in to pay the $20,000 second loan.  With our reduced reserves, we will be 
spearheading a fundraiser to replace the $20,000 GIC.  One idea that was 
suggested was those for who are entitled to the $500 COVID-19 relief to seniors, 
to consider donating half of this money towards this fundraising campaign.  Sid 
Davidson is selling some of his home-made strawberry jam donating the 
proceeds to the Roof Fund.  This combined with other Roof Fund donations has 
already raised $540.00.  Any other fundraising ideas or suggestions to replenish 
this GIC would be greatly appreciated. 
FUNDRAISING.  With the loss of all of our fundraising events from last year and 
concerns about these events for this year, we need to look at other fundraising 
ideas.  Your ideas would be most welcome.    Rumour has it that there may be 
some famous Trinity meat pies being sold as a fundraiser again. 
FEEDBACK. If you would like more information or something explained in more 
detail, let me know.   
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We count our blessings that our Trinity Family continues to survive this pandemic 
and with vaccinations in the works, there is light and hope on the horizon.  I 
send my thoughts and Prayers to All of You.   

Bob Tanouye 
Chair of Finance Committee 
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Cave Springs Camp Kick Off  

Covenanting Ceremony for the staff was held in the Chapel in the Woods at the 
camp July 7th  It was a great finale to the orientation of the young leaders and 
preparation for the upcoming camp season.  They have recruited a great group of 
energetic leaders, life guards and activity cheerleaders.  As a member of the 
Corporation, I was privileged to attended this inspiring worship via Zoom.  

We can help - these inspiring mentors for the campers work hard and would 
appreciate treats - snacks and letters of encouragement and prayer.   

If you make them - I will take them to the camp!  Carol  

New Camp, Retreat 
and Conference  


